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on a skeleton of which Nofornis mantelli of Owen was origi- 
nally founded, must be of a different species. The three 
specimens of Nofornis in the British Museum he considers 
to be likewise referable to N. hochstetteri. Dr. J. v. Mada- 
rász describes and figures a new Tetraophasis (T. széchenyit), 
obtained by the expedition of Graf Béla Széchenyi in Sze- 
chuan. The chief article in part 3, for 1885, is an impor- 
tant memoir on the birds collected by Dr. Platen in 1878 in 
Southern Celebes, from the pen of Dr. W. Blasius. This 
contains a mass of important observations on 55 species, and 
gives figures of Alophonerpes wallacii, Cyrtostomus frenatus, 
var. nov. platent, Streptocitta albicollis, S. torquata, and 
Ptilopus temmincki. 


XIII.—4.Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editors of * The Ibis ?— 


Sirs,— The Ibis’ for January last (pp. 118, 119) contains 
some account of a remarkable discovery by Mr. E. M. Brig- 
ham as regards the development of the Hoatzin (Opistho- 
comus cristatus), which is said to possess, when first hatched, 
two pairs of legs, the anterior pair becoming subsequently 
metamorphosed into wings by suppression of the digits and 
exfoliation of the claws. 

It may be of interest to point out that there is some reason 
for believing that the young of the Hoatzin was procured in 
Brazil, and figured more than two centuries ago by George 
Maregrav, who, in the capacity of physician, along with Dz. 
William Piso, accompanied Prince Moritz of Nassau to Brazil 
between the years 1637—44. Marcgrav, as is well known, made 
a special study of the fauna of that country, and collected a 
number of observations, which were published after his death 
by his friend Piso, in a joint work entitled ‘ Historia Natu- 
ralis Brasilie, printed in folio at Leiden in 1648. The fifth 
book of Marcgrav's portion of this work, treating of the birds 
of Brazil, contains (at p. 219) a figure of a four-footed chick, 
accompanied by the following remarks :— 
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* Pullus gallinaceus monstrosus, magnitudine pulli recens 
exclusi. Caput habebat anaticum, superius tamen magis in 
acumen desinens; rostrum anaticum latum, cujus superior 
extremitas deorsum inflexa: ocellos parvos, collum breve: 
alas parvulas Juxta priora crura positas: quatuor crura galli- 
nacea: carebat pectore, quippe eo loco quo pectus esse de- 
bebat duo crura habens, quodlibet superius tres quadrantes 
digiti longum, inferius quadrantem : & in singulis quatuor 
digitos gallmaceos.  Posteriora duo crura ejusdem figure & 
longitudinis cum anterioribus mire posita erant, sinistrum 
quidem more natural, dextrum vero in exortu suo sinistro 
erat adnatum & quasi sursum vergebat, eo modo quasi duo 
sinistra crura fuissent, & unum dextrum loco sinistri in 
exortu fuisset adglutinatum: atque ideo uropygio carebat, 
quia nullum intervallum inter crura hee posteriora, & caudz 
loco ipsi sinistro cruri exterius longiusculi pili canescentes 
erant adnati. Pedes habebat gallinaceos & digitos eodem 
modo dispositos : sed quilibet pes totus inverso ordine positus 
erat, ita ut inferior pars esset superior & superior inferior, 
unguiculique etiam sursum non deorsum vergebant. Totum 
caput, collum, venter, ale, dorsum & superiora crura non 
vestiebantur pennis, sed pilis nigris semidigitum longis qui 
sub ventre & gutture paululum canescebant. In summa 
plane monstrosus pullus.  Crura inferiora & pedes fusci 
coloris, uti & rostrum, vitalia viscera habebat gallinanacea, 
sed inordinate disposita. Cor magnum.  Vivebat cum ex- 
cluderetur." 

From these remarks it is evident that Marcgrav regarded 
the bird described by him as a monstrosity, and had no suspi- 
cion that any post-natal metamorphosis of the anterior limbs 
would be likely to take place. Nevertheless it is quite pos- 
sible that what he supposed to be a young chicken may have 
been a young Hoatzin, and in the figure which he gives the 
bill of the bird (if correctly drawn) is quite unlike that of a 
chicken. It is true that he write “ alas parvulas juxta priora 
crura positas ;" but there is no trace of any rudimentary wings 
in the figure, and it is at least unlikely that there would have 
been three pairs of limbs. What Maregrav mistook for 
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wings, possibly may have been the somewhat longer plumules, 
or filaments, covering the scapulars. At ail events, it seems 
worth while to direct attention to what may have been an 
anticipation of Mr. Brigham’s observation. 
I am &c., 
J. E. Harrine. 


Srrs,—The first occurrence in England of so great a waif 
as Saxicola deserti may be deemed worthy of record in the 
pages of ‘The Ibis.’ 

The bird in question was shot between the villages of 
Easington and Kilnsea, on the Holderness coast of York- 
shire, on the 17th of October last, and forwarded to me as a 
hight variety of Saxicola wnanthe. The specimen is a young 
female, though too much injured to be proved such by dis- 
section, and was exhibited on my behalf by Mr. H. E. 
Dresser at the Meeting of the Zoological Society of London 
on the 17th of November, 1885. 

Yours &c., 
Wm. EAGLE CLARKE. 


. 18 Claremont Road, Headingley, Leeds. 
Dec. 10, 1885. 


The Birds of Corea.—A new field is now open to naturalists 
in Corea, of the ornithology of which it may be said that 
absolutely nothingis known. Itis evident, from Vice-Consul 
Cartes’s recently published narrative of his journey from Séul 
to the Phyong-Kang Gold-washings, that there is no difficulty 
in traversing the country. It is also evident that interesting 
birds are to be found there, from the subjoined passage in the 
Vice-Consul’s Report :— 

“The chain of granite mountains which incloses Sóul came 
to an end on the evening of our first day’s march, and brought 
us into a more picturesque, though less open country. Away 
to the east lay the Amsan hills, where the King is said to 
have his hunting-parties, and in which are many fir woods of 
considerable extent. In one of these was a colony of Egrets, 
towards which hundreds of birds were finding their way, 


Letters, Announcements, &c. 101 


whose white plumage made their home conspicuous at over 
two miles’ distance. Pheasants were challenging their rivals 
or calling to their mates on the hill-side; in the paddy-fields 
which lined the narrow valley a few Herons were standing 
on one leg, and a pair of Ibises, whose plumage had greatly 
deepened in tint since autumn, were flushed by the road- 
side.” 


Quails near Chipping Norton.—Lord Walsingham sends us 
the subjoined extract from a letter received from the Earl of 
Ducie, dated Sarsden, Chipping Norton, Oct. 28rd, 1885 :— 

“I write to you to inform you of the unusual influx of 
Quails in this district this year. 

* Generally, upon this estate, which is of some 8000 acres, 
I hear of one or two * bevies? every year. As I do not shoot 
Partridges till October, and use no pointers, I rarely see a 
Quail, though I have killed two or three in. the last twenty 
years well into October. 'This year my keeper, going out 
early in September to get a few Partridges, put up, he says, 
at least thirty Quails in one day. A day or two after he saw 
several more. I have made inquiry, and find that Quails 
have been seen and killed in unusual numbers 1n the district 
between Chipping Norton and Oxford. At Cirencester and 
at Evesham I have evidence of them in a similar quantity. 
A retired Indian civilian, living a few miles from here, 
and possessing the reputation of an ornithologist, has had 
several brought to him by farmers and others wishing to 
know: what they were. Even on my property in the vale of 
Severn the keeper has killed one. ‘There they are almost 
unknown. 

“The district of which I write is the upland country of the 
Oolite, and has the highest July isotherm in the United 
Kingdom." 


Progress of Mr. H. O. Forbes.—We extract from the 
‘Pall Mall Gazette’ the subjoined account of Mr. H. O. 
Forbes’s progress in New Guinea :— 

“The High Commissioners ship ‘Governor Blackall,’ 


102 Letters, Announcements, &c. 


leaving Sydney on the 15th of August, arrived at Port 
Moresby on the 28th. Some delay was necessary for final 
despatches, and for assisting Mr. H. O. Forbes, so well known 
for his explorations in the Malay Archipelago, in his pro- 
posed journey to New Guinea. The passage from Cooktown 
was finished in thirty-eight hours, the fastest on record over 
this unfrequented sea. 

“The harbour of Port Moresby may claim its name from 
the protection of the barrier-reef, which prevents any heavy 
seas doing damage. Even with this safeguard, however, it 
may more truly be called a roadstead, the inner, or Fairfax 
harbour, being the real haven. But at present the inner 
harbour is seldom used, for the outer harbour answers general 
purposes and boasts of the chief settlement. Two long 
tongues of land almost encircle it, the hills rising up tier 
upon tier, like an amphitheatre, from a narrow belt of man- 
grove trees. The hilly nature of the country will always be 
a great hindrance to the advance of Port Moresby. For 
many miles inland the whole land is covered with barren sun- 
burnt hills, sparsely covered with a few gum-trees and occa- 
sional patches of grass or miserable plantations of bananas. 
Such poor soil can never be valuable for grazing or cultiva- 
tion, and, except as an outlet for produce of the interior, Port 
` Moresby can never be a great centre. 

* Mr. Forbes is going to attempt to reach the summit of 
Mount Owen Stanley, 13,205 feet high, and hitherto un- 
trodden by the foot of man. He was unfortunate in losing 
many stores and damaging instruments by the sinking of a 
lighter at Thursday Island, which delayed his arrival for 
some time. Sir Peter brought him over to New Guinea, and 
his carriers, thirty Malays, are following in the * Herbert.’ 
Mr. Forbes will form a depot-camp at Sogeri, twenty-five 
miles inland, and survey, collect specimens, &c., in the neigh- 
bourhood of the lower ranges. Next spring, when the 
weather will be suitable, he will make the attempt to climb 
to the highest point. He may spend several years in New 
Guinea, for his wife is following him, and his heart is 
thoroughly in his work." 
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Nesting of Batrachostomus.—In Dr. F. Kutter’s lately 
published paper on the breeding of Bornean Birds (Journ. f. 
Orn. 1885, p. 338) will be found a very interesting account 
of the nest and eggs of Batrachostomus cornutus, of which 
figures are also given (tab. iv.). This bird makes a slight 
flat nest on the branch of a sugar-palm (Arenga saccharifera) 
or other tree, and lays a single pure-white egg. The nest is 
composed mainly of the bird’s own feathers mixed with a 
little moss and grass. The allied forms Podargus and Ægo- 
theles are also known to lay colourless eggs. 


News from Diego Garcia.—Mr. G. C. Bourne, whose de-. 
parture for Diego Garcia was announced in our number for 
July last (see Ibis, 1885, p. 940), has arrived safely at that 
distant spot, but does not give us much reason to hope for 
new diseoveries in the bird-life of that hitherto unexplored 
islet, although there is no doubt that he will reap an abun- 
dant harvest in other branches of zoology. Writing on the 
80th October last, Mr. Bourne tells us that he had only found 
one true land-bird in Diego Garcia. This is said to have 
been introduced from Mauritius, and, according to his de- 
scription, must be a Weaver-bird of some species. Four 
kinds of Tern appear to be common and to breed in the 
island, besides which there are two or three species of Boobies 
or Gannets (Sula). At the date of his letter Mr. Bourne 
had not seen any species of Tropic-bird (Phaethon), but had 
been informed of its occasional occurrence. Mr. Bourne’s first 
consignment of specimens is expected to arrive very shortly. 


New Ornithological Works in Progress.—Dr. A. B. Meyer 
of Dresden has in preparation a monograph of the European 
Grouse and their various local forms, which will be illustrated 
by about ten folio coloured plates, to be prepared by the well- 
known zoological artist G. Mützel. The work is dedicated 
to the Crown-Prince Rudolf of Austria. 

Mr. H. E. Dresser is at work on a monograph of the 
Rollers, to form a companion volume to the ‘ Bee-eaters,’ 
of which the last part is now in the press. About thirty 
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species of Rollers are known to science, of all of which Mr. 
Dresser will give coloured figures, 

A new ‘Check-list of North-American Birds and Code of 
Nomenclature? is announced as nearly ready for publication. 
This 1s the report of the Committee of the American Orni- 
thologists Union, appointed two years ago to consider the 
Classification and Nomenclature of North-American Birds. 
Tt will consist of two parts—(1) the Code of Nomenclature 
recently adopted by the A. O. U., and (2) a List of North- 
American Birds drawn up on the principles of this code. It 
will make an octavo volume of about 300 pages. 

Dr. W. L. Buller, as has been already announced (Ibis, 
1885, p. 240), is preparing for the press a new and enlarged 
edition of his ‘ History of the Birds of New Zealand’ It 
will be issued in about ten large quarto parts, with coloured 
figures by Keulemans. Dr. Buller, we believe, is himself 
coming over to this country early in the year as one of the 
Commissioners to the Colonial Exhibition at South Ken- 
sington, and will, no doubt, take this opportunity of com- 


mencing the work, 


